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Low Incidence
Literacy Institute

Literacy is the mainstay of access to the
general education curriculum, yet educators
of students with low incidence disabilities
often struggle in providing quality literacy
opportunities for these students. This
institute is designed to provide intensive
professional development for educators to
learn evidence-based practices in supporting
improved student outcomes related to
literacy. Participants are to register for one of
the three, three-day strands.

Strand 1: Significant Disabilities: Advanced
Issues in the Design, Implementation
and Evaluation of Literacy Opportunities

Have you had experience in providing literacy programs

for students with significant disabilities (e.g., students with
complex communication needs, multiple disabilities, or
significant cognitive impairments)? Are you ready to move
beyond introductory level issues? Whether you are a teacher,
instructional specialist, administrator, related service provider,
or family member, this strand is for you!

Dr. Gretchen Hanser and Dr. Vicky Roy will explore
advanced topics related to communication support,
emergent literacy issues, reading and writing instruction,
and progress monitoring. Participants will have the
opportunity to learn from local experts who will share
success stories and dilemmas they have encountered

in their literacy implementation. While not required,
participants are encouraged to attend as a team.

Don’t miss this opportunity to:
» Gain information about cutting edge literacy strategies

» Hear about ways in which you can serve as a state leader
in literacy instruction

» Build a community of practice around literacy with other
Louisiana educators

» Learn about resources for literacy

» Develop a game plan for fall implementation
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Strand 2: Blind/Visually Impaired: Exploring
Literacy Across All Content Areas

The 2012 Low Incidence Literacy Institute aims to bring together
the most current thinking on all forms of literacy, including print,
braille, auditory, and the use of assistive technology. With the
assumption that all teachers, regardless of discipline or subject
matter, are stakeholders in the literacy efforts of all students, we
will explore how literacy can and should be supported in every
aspect of the educational day. Presentations by our Louisiana
colleagues, as well as national presenters, will address the
needs of a range of ages and all levels of ability.

Dr. Donna Lee, Western Michigan University, will conduct
an all-day hands-on workshop on An Apple a Day...Gets

the teacher iOS trained: making learning fun by using the
iPad, iPod Touch, and iPhone with students who are blind or
visually impaired. Participants are encouraged to bring their
iPad, iPod or iPhone to this workshop.

Strand 3: Deaf/Hard of Hearing: Implementing
Effective Strategies in Literacy

Research in Literacy Development for students who are deaf
and hard of hearing is limited. How do we determine effective
strategies and where do we find ideas? In this strand we

will discuss various strategies that are need-specific and
visually-based, so that we can support students in becoming
independent readers and writers of English.

National presenters will explore advanced topics related
to communication support, emergent literacy issues,
reading and writing instruction, and progress monitoring.
Participants will also have the opportunity to share
success stories and dilemmas they have encountered in
their literacy implementation.



Institute Contacts

For further information about the institute strand content,
contact the individuals listed below via email or at 877.453.2721.

» Strand 1: Nanette Olivier (nanette.olivier@la.gov)
» Strand 2: Joyce Russo (joyce.russo@la.gov)
» Strand 3: Melodie Sparks (melodie.sparks@la.gov)

Institute Logistics

Dates: June 5 - June 7, 2012

Location: The Institute will be held at the Lindy C. Boggs
International Conference Center on the University of New
Orleans (UNO) campus at 2045 Lakeshore Drive.

Times: Sign-in and packet pick-up will begin at 8:00 a.m. on
June 5. Each day’s presentation will run from 8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

Registration: Participants must preregister via Coursewhere
(https://www.solutionwhere.com/Idoe/cw/showconference.asp?3542)
by May 20, 2012.

Costs: There is no cost to attend the institute.

Housing: A limited number of rooms will be available on

a first-come, first-served basis for institute participants

at no cost (for the nights of June 4, 5, and 6). These
accommodations will be provided at the Pontchartrain
Halls dormitory on the UNO campus. All bedrooms are
private and fully furnished, and include laundry facilities,
and wireless internet and cable television in lounges and
lobbies. If you are interested in a room, you must complete
the Housing Request Form, which can be accessed online
at http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/ResourceFiles/housing.docx. The
form must be emailed to Nanette Olivier by May 15, 2012

at nanette.olivier@la.gov. For questions regarding this
housing offer, contact Nanette Olivier via email or by phone
at 225.342.0576.





