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September 24, 2012

MEMORANDUM

TO:		Title I Directors and IDEA Directors
		Homeless Staff
		Title II Part D Staff
Parish/City Schools Business Managers (Education Jobs Program)
		Selected Organization Sponsors
[bookmark: _GoBack]		
FROM:		Charlotte Stevens, Director
		Division of Education Finance

SUBJECT:	ARRA Reporting Requirements 


This is a critical reminder that all ARRA and Education Jobs fund recipients must maintain active CCR registration. The required quarterly reporting data will not be accepted by the federal reporting site for any recipient that has an inactive or expired CCR registration. 
The following link can be used to check the status and update your CCR (Central Contractor Registration) as needed https://www.bpn.gov/ccr/default.aspx . 
Please keep in mind that updating the CCR registration takes at least 2 weeks after completion to take effect and can be longer as we approach reporting periods.  Because of this delay we are asking that renewal occur at least 4 weeks before the date of the CCR expiration.  
eGMS is now available for creation of the 9/30/2012 PER’s (Periodic Expense Reports) for the following ARRA programs. 
· Title I
· Title II - EETT-TIG
· Title II - Connect Tech
· Title II - HIGH Tech
· Title I School Improvement 1003g ARRA
· High Performance Schools 1003g ARRA
· Education Jobs

The ARRA PER’s should be marked “Final” if all funds have been utilized and this is the last quarter you will be completing the quarterly reporting for the respective program. 


Multiple grant award notifications were issued for the EduJobs funds.  However, for reporting purposes only, the information provided on the PER’s should be combined to include total expenditures/obligations for the grant. 
To expedite approval of your PER, please be sure to upload all required documents to the PER.  The required documents include the FTE calculation worksheet as well as the general ledger, which is to be specific to the program. Please be sure that the file name does not include special characters.
The following link can be used to access federal guidance. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/recovery_default/
All required data elements and file uploads in place for the prior report will be the same for this latest quarter. 
We are asking that every attempt be made to submit the PER by September 30, 2012. While we understand that in some cases more time may be needed we cannot include data submitted after the close of business October 6, 2012 in the initial federal report transmission.  Anyone who has not submitted for the current reporting quarter by September 30, 2012 and have not submitted a Final PER in a prior quarter will be receiving communications from the Department for submission of the PER’s from your respective program representative.
During a review of the ARRA reporting process by the Office of Inspector General the Department of Education was cited due to noncompliance of some LEA’s in the submission of the required information.
Be reminded that the final data submission must include all expenditures for the quarter. In the event that the data reported by your district did not capture the full quarter, you must indicate this by uploading a document notifying the Department of the expenditure cut-off date for your submission as well as the date through which expenditures were reported.  In these circumstances, a final report containing all expenditures for the quarter will be required once the federal reporting system re-opens. LDE staff will upload the data recorded in your district submission in the federal submission by the due date established by the federal reporting system. However, your district PER will not be approved so that it may be returned to your district for completion. If your district submits incomplete data and does not notify the Department as outlined above, the submission will be considered complete and the PER approved.
Additionally, if at any point after the PER is submitted it is determined that any information is not correct or not in full compliance with federal guidelines and the effective reporting date you should immediately contact your respective program staff and request that the PER be returned to you for correction. This is true at any point in the reporting process.

Be advised that for those LEAs found to be in noncompliance with the required reporting, the Department will pursue corrective action as outlined in OMB M-09-21, Section 2.10 This authority includes but is not limited to the withholding of funds. Section 2.10 has been provided in this document for your reference. Additionally, the full circular has been attached to this memo.
OMB M-09-21, Section 2.10 
What are the ramifications of non-compliance with the recipient reporting requirements?   
Federal awards, like most legal contracts, are made with stipulations outlined in the award’s term and conditions.  Non-compliance with the reporting requirement as established under section 1512 of the Recovery Act is considered a violation of the award agreement because awards made with Recovery funds have a specific term requiring such compliance.  The award term language is found in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) in 2 CFR Part 176.50.  The Awarding Agency may use any customary remedial actions necessary to ensure compliance, including withholding funds, termination, or suspension and debarment, as appropriate.
The Office of Inspector General also cited the fact that in some cases LEA’s did not have a written ARRA reporting procedure in place and available when requested. All recipients must document reporting procedures and have them on file for review. A request for documentation of such procedures will be made of those LEA’s specifically cited in the monitoring report as being in noncompliance. Additionally, evidence of these procedures will be requested during the monitoring process.
Thank you for your continued cooperation and responsiveness to this process. Should you have questions regarding this information you may contact your respective program representative.

Title I - Bernell Cook at 225-342-3379
Title I School Improvement 1003g ARRA – John Hanley at 225-219-4573
Title I HPSI 1003g ARRA – John Hanley at 225-219-4573
Title II - Stephanie Cox-Marcum at 225.219.0443
Education Jobs - Kim Lamonte at 225-342-1547

c:	Grants Management Staff	
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